Blue and Green Resilience in Abberley Park

Mixed methods and co-designed approach to foster community participation and youth Leadership for
environmental stewardship in St Albans, Christchurch.

Community Partners:
Research Team:

Research Aim

Support 5t Albans Residents Assochation (SARA) to ralse the profile and sochal
significance of the 5t Albans Creek and Its role in blue/green resilience with a foous

an youth stewardship.

Research Questions

1, What & the level of the community awareness, particularly in the youth
sector, of the 5t Albans Creek within Abberley Park?

2. Do the community perceptions of the water quality of the creek reflect the

actual health of the craek?

3. What are the challenges of gaining youth participotian in sustinability
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Conclusion

« Green infrastructure is strong and well represented in the
park, Species of trees and plants are likely to transfer from
exotic to native varietias over time,

+ Blue infrastructure is not as well defined or supported in
the park. Physically the creek is well recognised, however,
roising the profile of the noma is a priority. More research
is required to identify the source of the creek and impact
within the Christchurch watersnys.

The health ossessment of the creek highlights the poor
water guality reguiring attention.

» The mixed methods and interdisciplinary approach taken
has the potential to support future projects in the wider
context of blue and green resilience.
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Community Feedback

Participants valued the park's flara, fauna, inclusivity and peaceful. lecation.

The public’s opinion and recognition of the creek was lower than that of the park. The
online survey revealed the guality of the cresk and its water has room for
improvement, which was volidaoted by the health assessment of the creek that was
performed.
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Health Assessment
The assassmant revealad thot betwaen the three sompled sites, the waber quality
ranged from modaerate to sevare levels of pollution.

This can be accredited to the same reasons identified by the public, mud, rubbish, and
poor habitat.
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Recommendations
Community partrers share this research with the community and key
stakeholders

Future projects to promote the creek's contribution within the Christchurch
waterways network.

Joint community planting day with 5t Albans 5chool to improve the riparian
planting along 5t Albans Creek.

Futura research into the best species for riparian planting.

Engagement with the 5t Albans sc using place-based
aducotion approaches,

Signage to raise awareness of the creek’s nome and -~
its connection to larger waterways, 2




